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President’s Message 
Congratulations to the members of Brampton BPW, both over the years and today, who through their caring and 
dedication have brought the club into its 65th year. 
Since the beginning of the club, women have joined together, regardless of their own situation, and have 
volunteered their time, their efforts and their own funds to help make this world a better place through BPW, 
through the BPW Mandate and also through their own initiatives.  
The members of our club have gone beyond the BPW mandate to raise funds for Local, Provincial, National and 
even International groups that support women and children. Through time there have been various events such 
as book sales, bingos and today, euchre and golf tournaments, in addition to supporting causes at our Christmas 
and June socials in   support of these initiatives. 
We have had a lot of fun at our events and at our meetings; there will always be someone with a great story to 
tell that will make you smile. This is all part of the friendships that are created within our club, with the 
members of other clubs and people we meet along the way. 
Personally, I for one have been a beneficiary of the mentoring and support from BPW members. The personal 
growth that comes from getting involved with various aspects of the club was not something I was expecting, 
but what a pleasant surprise and a gift that I can apply to other areas in my life. No wonder we have so many 
women that have been long term members of our club. 
I wish to congratulate the club for 65 years of many successes and friendships and wish many more years for the 
comradeship of the members, the fun and making a difference with the important issues affecting women and 
children. We can make a difference! 
My warmest wishes to the women of Brampton BPW, 
 

Heather 
Heather Moogk, President | Brampton BPW 
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About BPW 
BPW’s Mandate:  An equality-seeking group working toward the improvement of 
economic, employment and social conditions affecting women. 
 
Four Cornerstones: 
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About BPW 
BPW is an International Federation formed in Geneva in 1930 and was granted 
consultative status in Category B of the Non-Government organizations at the UN; thus 
enabling us to be represented there and to have our voices on subjects relating to our 
aims and objectives. We join hands with a large number of women who work in many 
countries around the world on all matters of mutual concern. In addition we have our 
Canadian National and our Provincial organizations consisting of a large number of 
smaller clubs across the country, to achieve our aims and objectives, such as the 
Brampton club. 
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Aims & Objectives 
The AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF BPW ONTARIO are to: 
 
Work towards the improvement of economic, employment and social conditions for 
women. 
Strive for high standards of service in business, the professions, industry and public life. 
Stimulate interest in Federal, Provincial and Municipal affairs, and encourage women 
to participate in the business of government at all levels.  
Encourage and assist women and girls to acquire education and training.  
Affiliate with other organizations to promote mutual interests.  
Cooperate with the National and International Federation of Business and Professional 
Women and implement its aims and objectives.   
 
The Tenure of the C.F.B.P.W.C.  has changed significantly over the past 25 years. Its Aims 
and Objectives remain the same – The Betterment of Women, whose lives have 
changed dramatically in that time. The world around us is changing and will continue 
to do so, and we have to change our thinking around it.  
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BPW Brampton 
The Business and Professional Women’s Club of Brampton was founded March 27, 
1947. It began with 34 working women who had a common goal: to improve the 
Social, Economic and Employment conditions for women.  In 1948 the Club received its 
Charter from the C.F.B.P.W. 
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Our Members 
The Brampton BPW Club can lay claim to many talented women who have held 
positions in International, National and Provincial, as well as being involved in Local 
Public Life. 
One such person, Nance Horwood, who was the first Mayor of Brampton (1955 to 
1958) and now has a seniors’ apartment building named after her. 
Our own Linda Ford, in 2007, took over the role of President of The Brampton Board of 
Trade, the third woman in their history of 126 years – Quite an Achievement – 
And, there have been many more wonderful Member achievements within the 
Brampton Club, too numerous to mention, but all documented in the History Books! 
And our own Mayor, Susan Fennell is an honorary member of Brampton BPW. 
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BPW Brampton Presidents 

Margaret Van Alstyne* 1947-49 

Audrey Robinson 1949-50 

Lilas Trout*  1950-52 

Florence Chinn* 1952-54 

Elizabeth Birss 1954-55 

Jean Wilson   1955-56 

Eleanor Macdonald* 1956-57 

Irene Abbott*  1957-58 

Jessie Black*   1958-60 

Greta Capps  1960-62 

Gladys McBride* 1962-64 

Isabel McMullen* 1964-66 

Dena Heather* 1966-68 

Mary Lock*  1968-70 

 

 

Ann Felesko  1970-72 

Mary Lester  1972-74  

Margaret MacKenzi                 1974 

Helen Kirk  1974-76 

Hannah Yarronton* 1976-79 

Louise Sclisizzi 1979-80 

Gladys Martin* 1980-81 

Barbara Dunning 1981-82 

Wilma Taras  1982-83 

Pat Whitford  1983-84 

Pat Whitmore  1984-85 

Mary Andrews* 1985-87 

Paddy Silverthorne 1987-89 

Dittie Voegele 1989-91 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Armstrong 1991-92 

Carol Edestrand 1992-94 

Darla Campbell 1994-95 

Carol Kollar  1995-97 

Doris Smith  1997-99 

Tracey Marshall 1999-01 

Susanne Balpataky 2001-03 

Irma Dafoe  2003-05 

Linda Ford  2005-07 

Snigdha Malik 2007-09 

Barb Hore  2009-11 

Heather Moogk 2011- 

 

*Deceased and Respectfully Remembered 

 



BPW Brampton 65th Anniversary   -  1947 to 2012 

Our Life Members 
Anne Felesco 1993  
Anne was born in Toronto and spent her youth on a family farm. In 1937 she 
married Steve Felesko and they moved to Kirkland Lake, where her son Steve 
was born. Anne worked in the family business and when that was sold they 
moved to Brampton in 1967. In Brampton, she worked as Office Manager with 
Decar Developments from 1967 until her retirement n 1985. She joined 
Kirkland Lake BPW in 1955 where she was very involved in that club’s activity. 
She transferred her membership to Brampton when they moved there in 1967. 
She served as Treasurer, Vice President and was President from 1970 to 1972.  
She has chaired several committees, one of which was the Bingo Committee. 
In 1968, she prepared and delivered the petition to the Brampton Town 
Council which resulted in getting the municipality of Brampton to implement 
the Franchise Extension Act. Anne, a dedicated BPW Member and promoter of 
the BPW mandate, was loved and respected by all. She is currently in a St. 
Catharines Retirement Home.  
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Our Life Members 
Paddy Silverthorne 1993  
Paddy was born in Dublin, Ireland where she lived until her mother died in 
1936. She and her two sisters were sent to a convent school where they 
finished their education. Paddy, the eldest then went to live with her father in 
Scotland. At the outbreak of World War ll, she was conscripted and was sent 
on a crash course in engineering, after which she was sent to work in England 
for the duration of the war. It was there she met and married her husband 
Bob, Deirdre, was born there. After the war they moved to Canada. They made 
a short return to England and then back to Canada to stay. Paddy went to work 
at American Motors, now Chrysler as a receptionist and did so for 22 ½ years. 
She continued to work for Chrysler on a part time basis in an interactive way. 
Paddy joined the Brampton BPW in 1983 and is instrumental in the Club’s 
success. She has chaired several Committees and currently holds our History 
and Fellowship Chair.  She was the club’s President from 1987 to 1989. Paddy is 
a tireless worker and her wit and charm have endeared her to every member. 
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Our Life Members 
Pearl McCabe 1995  
Pearl left school at 12 and at 15 came to Toronto from Sundridge to work as a 
domestic in Rosedale. She then worked as “Rosie the Riveter” on Lancaster 
bombers. In 1948 she worked at Morrison Motor Sales, a Chrysler, Plymouth 
dealership now Claude Frost Motors, for 22 years. She then worked for a 
chartered accountant, in Toronto for 10 years. Pearl then worked for a label 
manufacturing business. From there she worked for a U.S firm in Rexdale, a 
manufacturer and importer of pipeline coatings, retiring after 10 years.  
During her 20 years in retirement, several hours a month are spent doing 
accounting for Janine Beauty Care, until two years ago, for a lawyer, a doctor, 
and for Fragile “X” Research Foundation of Canada.  
In 1977, Pearl went to a BPW meeting where Pauline McGibbon was guest 
speaker, and was so impressed that she joined the Club. She has worked on 
different committees over the years, was Secretary and held the position of 
Treasurer on several different occasions.  Over the past six years she has been 
our club’s auditor, together with Pat Wepf.  When Pearl retired she went to a 
BPW meeting and said to Dittie Hay “I retired today and am considering what it 
will be like to wake up in the morning and not have a job to go to”, and Dittie 
replied “Good, you can be out at the Bingo Hall at 7:00 AM and help us run the 
Bingo.” That was a good start.  
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Our Life Members 
Dittie Voegele 1999  
Dittie was born in Holland and Immigrated to Canada in 1966 with a husband 
and 2 children, a year later her 3rd child was born. After her divorce she 
worked at the Old Mill restaurant for 12 1/2 years. In 1983 she started her 
floral business, in 1993 she also became a fashion Consultant with Images that 
Suit. In 1987 she joined BPW. Dittie has held many positions in BPW, she was 
president from 1989 to 1991, was programs chair, ways and means chair. In 
1993 until 1996 she was assistant Director and 1996 to 1998 District Director, 
she was also on the provincial board for a short time and chaired the 
International Fundraising Committee from 1997 until 1999 for the 
International Congress that was held in Vancouver in 1999. Dittie, impressively, 
was able to raise over $70,000.00 to help offset costs for that event. Her 
contribution and dedication to Brampton BPW always reached beyond the club 
and she was very instrumental in starting other initiatives to help women and 
children in our community. Dittie won the Zonta Club of Brampton/Caledon 
2011 Women of Achievement award for community and public service. BPW 
has been a big part of her life and has been a great influence of who she is 
today.  
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Our Life Members 
Pat Wepf 2008  
Pat was born and raised in Manitoba. She attended Business Colllege in 
Winnipeg, and her first job was with Saskatchewan Wheat Pool.  In 1953 she 
moved to Edmonton, where she met and married Fred.  After their marriage, 
they moved to Toronto, and subsequently Fred’s job took them to Montreal, 
Vancouver and back to Toronto. In 1974 Pat was hired by Nortel Networks and 
worked as an Administrative Assistant until she retired in 1994. She also does 
the club’s audits with Pearl. Pat joined BPW in 1979, and has held the positions 
of Treasurer, Recording and Corresponding Secretary. BPW has been a special 
organization for her, in service to the community; gaining knowledge of the 
community; meeting dynamic women in all sorts of professions and the 
friendships made through working together.  Pat’s charming personality makes 
new members and guests feel welcome at our club.  
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Advocacy through Resolutions 
Resolutions are the foundation of BPW. They help to increase our awareness and 
understanding of issues affecting women at a local, provincial, national and 
international scale. 
 
Resolutions are used to make positive change by engaging decision makers in dialogue 
to shape legislation and make process and policy changes that can improve the social, 
economic, political and employment status for women.  
Over the years, and still continuing today, Brampton has submitted several resolutions. 
We have these listed on our web site:  
http://bpw-brampton.com/advocacy/resoluitons.html  
 
One of the Brampton Club’s greatest accomplishments was getting the City of 
Brampton to extend the Municipal Franchise to all Citizens, the right for single woman 
to vote. Brampton was the last city to enact this Legislation. There could be 
Bramptonians today who may not realize that BPW was instrumental in getting them 
the Vote in 1969. At that time, Anne Felesco was By-Laws and Resolutions Chair and 
she and her committee worked diligently to bring about this Legislation. 

http://bpw-brampton.com/advocacy/resoluitons.html
http://bpw-brampton.com/advocacy/resoluitons.html
http://bpw-brampton.com/advocacy/resoluitons.html
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Advocacy through Resolutions 
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Advocacy through Resolutions 
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The Famous Five 
The Famous Five or The Valiant Five were five Canadian women who asked the 
Supreme Court of Canada to answer the question, "Does the word 'Persons' in Section 
24 of the British North America Act, 1867, include female persons?" in the case 
Edwards v. Canada (Attorney General).[1] The petition was filed on August 27, 1927,[2] 
and on 24 April 1928, Canada's Supreme Court summarized its unanimous decision 
that women are not persons.[1] The last line of the judgement reads as follows: 
"Understood to mean 'Are women eligible for appointment to the Senate of Canada,' 
the question is answered in the negative." This judgement was overturned by the 
British Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. This case, which came to be known as 
the Persons Case, had important ramifications not just for women's rights but also 
because in overturning the case, the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
engendered a radical change in the Canadian judicial approach to the Canadian 
constitution, an approach that has come to be known as the "living tree doctrine". The 
Valiant Five have been commemorated with a plaque in the chamber of Canada's 
Senate. 
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The Famous Five 
Emily Murphy: the British Empire’s first female judge 
Irene Marryat Parlby: farm women's leader, activist and first female Cabinet Minister in Alberta 
Nellie Mooney McClung: a famous suffragist and member of the Alberta legislature 
Louise Crummy McKinney: the first woman elected to the Legislative Assembly of Alberta, or any legislature 
in Canada or the British Empire 
Henrietta Muir Edwards: an advocate for working women and a founding member of the Victorian Order of 
Nurses 
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Contact Us 
BPW Brampton 

10 George Street North 
Suite 154 

Brampton, ON 
L6X 1R2 

 
Phone 

905.450.0070 
 

Email 
bpw_brampton@hotmail.com 

 
Website 

www.bpw-brampton.com 
 
 

Women Working for Women. 


