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There have always been female rulers. Some Egyptian Queens are 
believed to have governed from around 3000 BC; the first to be
named by the sources without any doubt is Ku-baba, who ruled the 
Mesopotamian City-State of Ur round 2500 BC.

However, it was not until during and just after the World War I that the 
first few women became members of the revolutionary governments 
in Ukraine, Russia, Hungary and Ireland. Nina Bang, Danish Minister of 
Education 1924-26, was the first woman to be minister in 
democratically elected parliamentary government. Nevertheless, 
development was slow and it was not until the end of the 20th 
century that we saw more female ministers.

In 1960 Sirivamo Bandaranaike of Sri Lanka became the world's first 
female elected Prime Minister and in 1974 Isabel Perón of Argentina 
became the first woman President.
Today, the only two countries, which never had a female member of 
government in at least a sub-ministerial position, are Monaco and 
Saudi Arabia. Even The Vatican has got one Assistant Vice-Minister. In 
1999 Sweden became the first country to have more female ministers 
than male. 11 women and 9 men, in 2007 the Finish government had 
60% women.

It is evident that women have gained momentum in reclaiming their 
status as leaders in the global community this past century. I am 
honoured and privileged to bring positive change in the lives of other 
women by being a part of BPW. We have a long way to go, but every 
small step takes us closer to our goal of gender equality and strong 
leadership. I thank you for your participation and generosity in the 
past year and look forward to an amazing 2008.

Snigdha
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Member Survey Linda Barker

BPW International Elaine Raymond-Niesing

Look forward to a friendly phone call from 
Jan Mohan who has volunteered to 
conduct a telephone survey to each and 
every member. 
The intent of the survey is to find out the pros 
and cons of our club and ensure we are 
meeting your needs.
Your participation is integral to the 
Executive being able to continue its 
leadership of our club while reflecting the 
opinions of our members.  

Thanks!

UNIFEM has launched global Internet-based advocacy 
campaign,“Say NO to Violence against Women.”  BPW 
International, along with other Project Five-O 
organizations namely International Council of Women, 
International Federation of University Women, 
Soroptimist International and Zonta International. 

The campaign calls to “raise your voice by lending your 
name”. BPW’s role is to help propel a message that 
ending violence against women must be a top priority 
for governments everywhere. 

UNIFEM is collecting signatures online at 
www.saynotoviolence.org.   

So BPW affiliates should encourage members and other 
people to sign up at this web site. UNIFEM will also gain 
leverage to advocate with governments world-wide to 
give priority to deal with this problem.
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Member Focus Barb Hore

  

Inspiring Quote

"For what is done or learned by one class of women becomes, by virtue 
of their common womanhood, the property of all women." 

—Elizabeth Blackwell

PADDY SILVERTHORNE

Irish born Paddy was raised in a Convent 
along with her two younger sisters.  She met 
and married her late husband Bob while 
working in the aircraft industry.  In her working 
life, she held many positions, but most of her 
working years were spent at American Motors 
from which she eventually retired in the early 
‘80’s.

Paddy has been a member of BPW since 
1983.  For several years, she was the editor of 
“Chatter” which later became the “Club 
Focus”.  She has served in so many positions in 
our club – President in 1987-1989, Past 
President, has been the chair of many 
committees including Public Affairs.  Today 
she is our Fellowship Chair and an active 
member of the 2008 Provincial Conference 
Committee and a Life Member.

Paddy is a true lady – kind, sensitive and 
caring and is truly the “diamond” of our club.
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BPW Swag

YBPW Devon Downie

Just a reminder we have sweatshirts, letter openers and 
broaches which make great gifts and help increase the 
exposure of BPW!

$10.00 letter openers
$40.00 vests
$60.00 pins

Please contact Jean Edwards for your order today!  
jean.edwards@bt.konicaminolta.ca
905.890.5171

This Club Focus I chose to look into current statistics for all 
women in Canada. This comes directly from Stats Canada’s 
Women in Canada : a gender-based statistical report from 
2005.

Slightly more than half of all people living in Canada are 
women or female children. In 2004, there were a total of 16.1 
million females in Canada, representing 50.4% of the overall 
population that year. Women constitute a particularly large 
segment of the senior population in Canada. In 2004, women 
made up 69% of all persons aged 85 and older, 59% of those 
aged 75 to 84, and 53% of people aged 65 to 74.

There has been a dramatic increase in the proportion of the 
female population with a university degree in the past several 
decades. In 2001, 15% of women aged 15 and over had a 
university degree, up from just 3% in 1971. Women, though, are 
still slightly less likely than men to have a university degree, 
although the gap is currently much smaller than in the past.

The increased participation of women in the paid work force 
has been one of the most significant social trends in Canada in 
the past quarter century. In 2004, 58% of all women aged 15 
and over were part of the paid work force, up from 42% in 
1976. In contrast, the proportion of men who were employed 
fell during this period from 73% to 68%. As a result, women 
accounted for 47% of the employed workforce in 2004, up 
from 37% in 1976.
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Provincial Conference Sponsors

Dates to Remember

March 18
Barbara Calloway – Toastmasters
WHAT WE SAY IS IMPORTANT!  
Learn how to speak effectively and be heard in any situation.

April 15
Olga Gil – Resolutions    

May 20
No Speaker – Annual General Meeting

May 30-June 1
Provincial Conference
Holiday Inn, Brampton
REGISTER NOW with Barb Hore!

June 10
13th Annual Golf Tournament
Castlemore Golf & Country Club 
A portion of the proceeds will go towards the Salvation Army –
Honey Church, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Peel  and the Peel 
Committee of Sexual Assault
Contact Camilla Bignell for more info!

June 17
Summer Social
Downey’s Farm

City of Brampton
Brampton Business Executive Suites

Mortgage Architects
SSG Plastics and Coatings

Prothermoform
Frost Pontiac/Cadillac

Targus Canada Ltd.
Canadian Armed Forces

Girls Can Do Anything Magazine
Kikuchi Graphics

BPW Brampton
10 George Street North
Suite 154
Brampton, ON
L6X 1R2

Phone
905.452.5422  x221

E-mail
bpw_brampton@hotmail.com

Women Working for Women.

We’re on the Web!

See us at:
www.bpwontario.org


