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Happy New Year and welcome to a year of action at BPW!

There has been significant work done by BPW on childcare, pay 
equity, income for senior women and access to EI maternity/parental 
benefits for self-employed and business-owning women. A major 
priority is to see more women involved in politics at all levels. Most of 
this work is possible through the resolutions that are presented and 
approved at the BPW conferences and conventions. 

BPW Brampton is hosting the provincial conference from May 30th-
June 1st at the Holiday Inn Select in Brampton and BPW Winnipeg is 
hosting the National Convention from July 24th to July 27th, 2008 at the 
Fairmont Hotel in Winnipeg. 

Conferences and conventions are great ways to understand and be 
involved in the leadership that BPW takes in the key issues that affect 
working women. I encourage you to consider attending the 
conference in Brampton and see how your membership and 
involvement is changing women’s lives in Canada and across the 
world.

Snigdha

Look forward to a friendly phone call from Jan Mohan who has 
volunteered to conduct a telephone survey to each and every 
member. 
The intent of the survey is to find out the pros and cons of our club
and ensure we are meeting your needs.
Your participation is integral to the Executive being able to continue 
its leadership of our club while reflecting the opinions of our 
members.  Thanks!
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BPW Public Affairs Lopita Banerjee

BPW International Elaine Raymond-Niesing

Domestic Violence and Violence Against Children are 
weighty concerns. 

Some Canadian facts:
- approx. 7% of people married or living in a common-law 
relationship experienced some form of violence
- many “unintended” victims of family violence include 
children in close to half a million households who have seen 
or heard one parent being assaulted by the other
- 1999 data indicates that 60% of all sexual assault victims are 
under age 18. Parents are responsible for 42% of these sexual 
assaults.
- in the past two decades, police data indicates that, of all 
murdered individuals, approximately 1/3 were killed by a 
relative

BPW is striving to bring awareness to this situation locally by 
supporting community organizations and federally by 
lobbying via resolutions.

At this time, we would like to re-iterate the message 
from BPW Canada – “BPW Canada is shocked and 
saddened by the assassination of two-time Pakistan 
Prime Minister and Leader of the Pakistan People's 
Party, Benazir Bhutto. We condemn this act of 
terrorism. Ms. Bhutto was a symbol of hope and a 
voice of moderation for the women, men and 
children of Pakistan. We join our sister federations of 
Business & Professional Women's Clubs in countries 
around the world in offering our sincerest 
condolences to her family, supporters and to the 
people of Pakistan. They have lost an outstanding 
leader.”

In the memory of great women such as this, we 
must forge ahead for equality and leadership 
positions for women around the world.
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BPW Swag!

Euchre Update

  

Christmas Giving

Just a reminder we have sweatshirts, letter openers 
and broaches which make great gifts and help 
increase the exposure of BPW!

$10.00 letter openers
$40.00 vests
$60.00 pins

Please contact Jean Edwards for your order 
today!  jean.edwards@bt.konicaminolta.ca
905.890.5171.

It looks like will not be running a euchre tournament 
in February as the City Councilors can only support 
one event.  

We will have the 2008 event in November since we 
had the best turn out yet and we do not have to 
worry about any weather conditions.

We were very successful with the gifts for the family from Honeychurch! 
The word back from Salvation Army was that she was overwhelmed and 
very thankful.  Due to her safety problems we could not have direct 
contact with the mother except by telephone.  Thanks for your support!



  BPW CLUB FOCUS

Member Focus Barb Hore

YBPW Devon Downie

Committee Chairs

NAME: Irma Dafoe
OCCUPATION: Administrative Assistant in a Mississauga business for 
over 15 years
BPW INVOLVEMENT: Irma has been a member of BPW Brampton 
since 1993.  She has held every major position in the Brampton Club 
including President, Past President, Recording Secretary and 
Treasurer.  She has always been an active and willing participant in 
club activities and a regular attendee at Provincial Conferences and 
worked on the 2004 Provincial conference that Brampton hosted. 
OUR THOUGHTS: Irma is a valued and dedicated BPW Brampton 
member whose attention to detail and perfection will continue to be
a positive influence on our club.

Eat, Pray, Love by Elizabeth Gilbert

This book is the story of Elizabeth Gilbert, a young woman who thinks 
she has everything in life that should make her happy, a husband, a 
great career, a large house yet she is miserable. After a painful 
divorce she takes a journey into the world and into herself to discover 
more about finding happiness and balancing what life has to offer. 
She spends 3 months in Italy eating, 3 months in India praying at an 
Ashram and 3 months in Bali learning to love again. Elizabeth shares 
her personal experience and lessons she learned from the many 
encounters she had while travelling. 

Club Focus Newsletter – Angel Massey-Singh
Emblems – Jean Edwards
Parliamentarian – Carol Kollar
Mentoring Program – Heidi Bryant
Christmas Giving – Jean Edwards/Lavern Mahoney
Euchre – Barb Hore
Resolutions – Olga Gil
Website – Sharon Wilcox
Internal Affairs – Elaine Raymond-Niesing
Public Affairs – Lopita Banerjee
Personal Development – TBD
Golf Tournament - Camilla Bignell
District IV AGM/Provincial Conference – Barb Hore

INTERESTED IN JOINING A COMMITEE?  CONTACT THE CHAIR!
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2007-2008 Executive

Dates to Remember

  

President SNIGDHA MALIK
Immediate Past President LINDA FORD
1st Vice BARB HORE
2nd Vice SHARON WILCOX
Treasurer CAMILLA BIGNELL
Recording Secretary CARRIE ANDREWS
Corresponding Secretary JEAN EDWARDS
Membership LINDA BARKER
Programs/Projects PAT DOWLING
Publicity & PR ANGEL MASSEY-SINGH
YBPW DEVON DOWNIE
Resolutions OLGA GIL
Fellowship PADDY SILVERTHORNE

* NEW ADDRESS
BPW Brampton
10 George Street North
Suite 154
Brampton, ON
L6X 1R2

Phone
905.452.5422  x221

E-mail
bpw_brampton@hotmail.com

Women Working for Women.

We’re on the Web!

See us at:
www.bpwontario.org

February 19
Human rights activist, documentary filmmaker and 
award-winning author Sally Armstrong will be our 
speaker for International Night!

ALSO MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR…

Provincial Conference
– May 30 - June 1, 2008, Holiday Inn Brampton

“We want women leaders today as never 
before. Leaders who are not afraid to 
be called names and who are willing 

to go out and fight. 
I think women can save civilization.”

- Emily Murphy, 1931-


