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BPW Brampton
10 George St. N., Suite 154

Brampton, Ontario L6X 1R2

Website:   www.bpwbrampton.com     email:   info@bpwbrampton.com
A MEMBER OF THE BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S CLUB OF ONTARIO
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MINUTES FOR GENERAL MEETING  –  October 15th, 2019
1. Call to Order – Moment of Reflection - Grace and Toast – 6:25 pm
2. Welcome Guests and Visitors

3. Approval of Agenda – Approval of Amended Agenda to reflect “Any Other Business” #7, Item F – New Member Induction moved to November 19th General Meeting: Motion by Lynne Taylor, Seconded by Pat Tiveron – Carried
4. Approval of the Minutes of the September 17th, 2019 – Motion by Linda Ford, Seconded by Susan Fennell – Carried
5. Any Business Arising from the previous Minutes – None

6. REPORTS
a. Treasurer’s Report – Pat Dowling - Report has been emailed to all members.
b. Programs – Diane Cuthbert – Announced upcoming Programs & Speakers for November, December and January 2020 meetings.  Begin preparing for upcoming December Christmas Social with Secret Santa Gift Exchange for $25.00 gift limit, Food Donations for Ste. Louise Food Bank, Personal Care Items Donations, Blankets for donations to those in need within our community.
c. Corresponding Secretary – Lucy Oliveira – BIA Newsletter received by Club, Trick or Treat Downtown Event this weekend, Bethell House Newsletter received and copies available on our Trade Table this evening for members to take.
d. Publicity & Public Relations – Sheila Walker – Eblast Flyers are being emailed regularly for meetings, as well as, other items necessary to keeping members informed like upcoming Euchre Event member campaign for food or money donations, and gift items for Gift Table at the Event.  Club Focus Fall 2019 has been distributed to members by Eblast.  Please note our Dates to Remember for details of our meetings and events for the year.  Thank you for members’ purchase for Business Card Print Ads published in the Club Focus publications, Membership Directory and on our Website.  Consider supporting our membership for their services.  Membership Directories are due for members at our November 19th meeting.  Tonight I have circulated two draft copies for members to review and revise, and please initial beside your name if no change.
e. Membership – Barb Hore - 43 members.
f. Special Events – Pat Dowling - Our 24th Euchre Event tickets were SOLD OUT in a record 3 hours.  Prizes and food donations required.

g. Social Media – Zainab Williams and Indira Persaud working closely together to timely and regularly post many Instagrams on women issues.  Encouraging members to “like” or “share” to spread the awareness of BPW.
h. Young BPW – Continued on going dialogue in the community raising awareness about BPW.
i. Resolutions – Alex Hopkins and Lynne Taylor: Alex presented a true story supporting the immediate need for GPS Trackers to help those in need appealing to BPW Brampton membership.  Alex in her story indicated that 82% of Women, their children are turned away from Women’s Shelters partially due to miscommunication with Police, Social Workers, Shelters lack of correct information to act on.  Lynne stated we are tracking previous Brampton Resolutions. 
 There may be some that are worth reaffirming (i.e. previous Resolution to support 
subsidized housing for abused women will tie in well with our work with Human Trafficking). Good starting point for preparing a Resolution.  A possible Resolution is increasing the number of GPS trackers in Peel.  Currently there are only 9 available for the Peel Region.  Trackers are “pager-like” devices given to high risk victims of domestic violence.  Trackers allow these individuals to live safely in their community and get immediate police response if they are in danger.  We wish to engage all BPW Brampton members in the Resolution process.  Lynne went through the Resolution process once a Resolution is passed at Conference.  Lynne received feedback from Heather Ellis in terms of process of Resolutions.
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a. Membership Roster – Sheila Walker has distributed for members to review their contact information listing in the DRAFT membership directory and make any additions, deletions, changes.  Member Directories are due for distribution at November 19th meeting.

b. New Member Orientation – Snigdha Malik stated New Member Orientation took place on October 3rd at her home.  Lisa McDonald from Hope 24/7 stated she enjoyed the orientation and could not believe the scale of BPW from local level to the international level.  Lisa encourages all new members to participate if they had not done so.
c. Farmer’s Market Update – Indira Persaud stated on Saturday Oct 5th for the first time Brampton had a booth at the Farmer’s Market.  I wish to thank Lynne Rudolph, Pat Wepf, Khatijda Dandach and Grettel Comas for assisting in the staffing of the booth on such a short notice.  The morning was a bit slow but we picked up after 10:00 am.  Spoke to quite a number of professional women who supported our work in the community and our Community Partners.  People knew of Vesuvio’s Restaurant, human trafficking in the community but not BPW.  This told me that we are doing the right thing by going out in the community.  Overall it was a great experience, quite positive and I am encouraged by the level of engagement.  I would endorse future dates next year of being apart of Farmer’s Market to showcase BPW to the community.
d. Brampton Improvement Area – Indira Persaud – BIA-  We are moving in developing a relationship with BIA.  The BPW Ambassadors to BIA are Mollie Cavan, Zainab Williams, Lynne Taylor and Indira Persaud.  They all have been added to the mailing list and hopefully we can start attending events representing BPW and spreading awareness of our organization.
e. Ste. Louise Food Bank –  Last meeting I spoke about expanding our community service to Ste Louise Food Bank and gaining a better understanding of food insecurity and greater understanding of ZERO HUNGER Sustainable Development Goal # 2.  Alex Hopkins will be circulating a sign up sheet with available dates.  Some of our BPW sisters have already committed to dates.  Lynne Taylor and Indira Persaud slated for October 17th.
f. On Friday, Oct 18th it is an annual celebration in Canada.  The office of Lieutenant Governor of Ontario has extended an invitation to BPW to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the judgement in the Person’s Case.  A famous Canadian constitutional case decided on Oct 18 1929.  The Person’s Case held that women were eligible to sit in the Senate of Canada.  Alex Hopkins will be attending along with a number of BPW sisters across Ontario.
g. November General Meeting – Indira Persaud - We will be hearing from all our Community Partners.  November meeting our Membership turnout is quite exceptional but since we have a number of new members – this meeting is the only time you will get to hear about the quality work of our Community Partners - how they use the monies we have donated to serve their clients – their challenges and positive outcomes.  I am asking please clear your calendar as this is one meeting you do not want to miss!  Also, Farmtown Canada CEO is Kelly Franklin, Heather Ellis, VP Resolutions, Incoming Provincial President  and Project Co-Lead on Project EnRoute/Project MapleLeaf will be hear to present on behalf of Farmtown/Courage for Freedom.  Heather Ellis is one of the most dynamic women in the BPW family and it would be a great opportunity for everyone to come out and show support.
h. Santa Elf is Back on Dec 10th – Indira Persaud - Please note our Christmas Social is one week ahead of our usual 3rd week placement for meetings.  It is a wonderful time.  It is our gift stealing game bringing a gift of $25 wrapped to participate … so come out and end the year with your BPW sisters!
i. Invitation to Executive – Indira Persaud - There is always an open invitation to members who wishes to attend Executive.  We meet the first Tuesday of each month at my home to further learn about BPW and to encourage future leadership.  If anyone is interested, please speak to any of the Executive.
j. Khatidja Dandach Partner at Turner Moore Accounting has won a Gold Award for the Best Accounting Firm  in Brampton.
k. New Member Induction – Moved to November 19th General Meeting.
MEETING ADJOURNMENT AT 7:06 PM
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