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BPW Brampton
10 George St. N., Suite 154

Brampton, Ontario L6X 1R2

                       Website:   www.bpwbrampton.com     email:   info@bpwbrampton.com  
A MEMBER OF THE BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S CLUB OF ONTARIO
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2021, 7:00PM
(virtual)

Call to Order at 7:07pm 

Land Acknowledgement, Grace and Toast by Lynn Taylor
Welcome to Members and Guests
Members asked to acknowledge September 30th Day of Truth & Reconciliation in their own individual way and share what they did at next meeting. Lynn shared some books by Indigenous authors that she has been reading.
Approval of Agenda: Motion by Alex Hopkins, Seconded by Lucy Oliviera-Carried
Approval of the Minutes of the May 18, 2021: Motion by Pat Dowling, Seconded by Sheila Walker-Carried
Approval of 2021 Annual General Meeting Minutes remanded until 2022 Annual General Meeting
REPORTS:
Treasurer’s Report – Pat Dowling - report has been e-mailed to all members: 

RBC bank balance: $8,993.14 (expected expenditures $1000.00 to Community Partners from Meat Drive, $100.00 Zoom Fees)
Manulife Balance $11,162.02

Special Events – Pat Dowling
Will be in touch with Renata Thompson from Canadian Progress Club to coordinate participating in cookie drive
Request to members to house prizes for Euchre and Golf Tournament as Pat may not be able to continue to store them

Discussion on how to continue our 50/50 draw during Covid and meeting virtually.  Sheila will email members to see if they are willing to pre-pay for the year what they would normally contribute, as setting up an app for regular contributions is cost prohibitive
Programs – Geraldine Esemezie
Reviewed the Programs schedule for the year.  Suggested setting up a sub-committee to plan our Christmas Social, in particular, to find an “entertainment” act.  Lucy volunteered to speak with Melody Watson from Honeychurch, and her husband (who heads the music program at a local high school) to see if a musical performance can be arranged.  Geraldine considering a possible virtual “baking contest” and Trivia games for the Social as well.  Draws for gifts according to theme suggested.  When sub-committee is formed, Geraldine will meet separately with the group to finalize details

Publicity & Public Relations – Sheila Walker
Membership renewals will be finalized in October so Member Directory can be sent out digitally.  
There will be 3 issues of Club Focus this year, first issue submission deadline is September 24th.  Print ads notice will go out to members this week. Sheila requested head shots for Geraldine and Grettel, as they will be regular contributors.

TCC Office Supplies (Lucy’s husband’s business) donated 40 backpacks filled with school supplies to Salvation Army.  Lynn requested the donation be acknowledged in the Club Focus
Membership – Grettel Comas
No new inquiries to report.  Membership currently at 35.  
Engaging members will be a priority this upcoming year. Grettel strongly urging collaboration with other local organizations to pool resources and for exposure
Social Media/Young BPW – Marilena Crupi
Looking to engage students and have them on a sub-committee to help with the management of our social media platforms (perhaps as part of volunteer hours or as a co-op placement) Marilena will speak with her aunt, a teacher at Louise Arbor, and requested members speak about the possibility of participating with the young people in their lives (children, grandchildren)  Recent grads with graphic design experience may want to help, as this would be a great addition to their resume.

Marilena also requested some suggestions for a new theme for this year
Resolutions – Alexandra Hopkins
We are waiting on letter of endorsement from the Region.  Currently 1 active resolution at the Provincial level.  
Alex will be hosting a no obligation information session for members, possibly in October, to help everyone understand the Resolution process, and again to help engage members. 

BUINESS PLAN/MEMBER ENGAGEMENT
Alex will serve as President of BPW Brampton next year, and along with Lynn and Indira has been working to draft a business plan. Priorities and goals for the Club remaining relevant and vibrant were presented.  Engagement is the expectation. 

Toward that end, some questions for members to consider:   
· What goals do you want to see BPW Brampton accomplish?
· What are your personal goals as a member
Contributing to the sustainability of our club should be geared towards what interests’ members have.  It’s not about how much you participate, but where and in what capacity best suits your talents. Some suggestions: reach out to people who may like to be guest speaker, attend Round Table discussions, attend a BIA call/meeting, invite officials to meetings, support and promote women owned businesses, talk to women about BPW, volunteer at one of our events
ANNOUNCEMENTS/REMINDERS
Golden Horseshoe, Halton & Peel and Southwest District Annual General Meeting on October 13 @ 7:00 p.m. 

· $10.00/person

· Speaker:  Cynthia Wesley-Esquimaux (Chair on Truth and Reconcilliation)

World Food Day – Saturday, October 16th
ADJOURNMENT at 9:07pm
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